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INTRODUCTION THE EVOLUTION OF SACRED RELATIONSHIPS T BOX: UNDERSTANDING
Request to fill a need is made. SACRED COMM[TMENTS
Do humans generalize kinship concepts in ways that help to Canlplease - Threshold

have X? The psychology and ecology of sacred
relationships that characterize
spiritual kinship may be very similar to
those of sacred values. Sacred values
are moral imperatives which bind
Request size (X) = people together and inspire altruistic
threshold - current resources o . L.
sacrifices especially under conditions

manage risk especially in unpredictable ecologies? “Spiritual
Kinship” may enhance need-based transfers and help
individuals pool risk under such circumstances. We define
spiritual kinship as a concern for the welfare of another that

emerges from proximate ecological factors, such as fitness
interdependence and a sense of shared fate. It is instantiated

by cultural mechanisms such as kinship terminology (e.g. Solution: Risk-pooling through Need-Based of threat (Atran & Ginges, 2012).
. . . . . . . . ° 2 R
fictive kmshlp) and rltua!s that ta e on a religious or Splrltfja| Transfers (NBT) Response . Risk and volatilty increase fath
character, like those which establish godparent or Maasai there are enough resources, RN o oue baliof ‘ y
. . . stren ening religious pelletrs an
“osotua” relationships. The establishment of such Yes, | have £ el
enough to sacred commitments (Atran &

give you X.

w Ginges, 2012).

e

relationships may result in intrinsic (rather than
instrumental) valuation of social partners, thus allowing
individuals to overcome commitment barriers by attuning
their concern to others’ need and prompting risk-pooling

* Belief in gods and miracles
intensifies when people are primed

through need-based transfers. Spiritual kinship may enable a h with awareness of death, or when
. . - o Y = resources : - .
form of social insurance that helps individuals and groups above threshold facing danger, as in wartime. (Kay et
Request granted if X < Y al., 2010)

survive when ecological conditions are unpredictable.

* When water is in short supply, gods
3 Outcome

Solution: “Spiritual kinship” relationships as a T e ey a— are seen as actively enforcing
commitment device partners, better survival sharing and other prosocial norms.

\(Snarey, 1996) /
Splrltual KInShIp relationships are social insurance /. \ - ?
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Maasai Osotua relationships are sacred relationships that cannot be Anthropology EaulUtiRsuiulls A relative by marriage or relationship by  Marriage to one’s spouse or

: ' ties (Keesing, 1975). th lationship bet
broken and can even be passed down through generations. Osotua marriage ties (Keesing, ) < VSR IS
corporate groups linked by
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